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Gustav Joslin, deputy executive director for the San Bernardino County Housing Authority, walks through a vacant
apartment in the Waterman Gardens housing community off Waterman Avenue in $an Bernardino.
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said Custav Joslin, deputy
cexecutive director of the
|  Housing Authority.

Located at the southeast
corner of Waterman Avehue
and Base Line, the subsi-
dized housing project origi-
nally contained 270 units,
including temporary war
housing.
| Today it has 25% family
units in T4 buildings — 87
single-story  duplexes, 24
multifamily town houses, a
Head Start facility, a mainte-
nance facility and a manage-
ment office building.

The development has
received upgrades over the
vears, but Joslin said a eoms
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HOUSING - toughly 1.400 residents.
From Al The development will con-
“The main difference is, it Sist of apartments and townhe-
won't be this kind of institu- mes with one to four bed-
tional housing anymore,” rooms, and a portion of them

will be set aside for seniors.

“The majority of residents
we serve gre seniors, children
and the disabled,” said Ana
Gamiz, the Housing Authori-
ty's director of policy and com-
munity affairs. Indeed, thaese
three groups make up about 67
percent of Waterman Gardens’
residents, she said.

So in addition to designating
some housing for seniors, the
Housing Authority also is
expanding the child care sep-
vices that are provided on the
3B-acre site.

Plang are in the works for a
bigger community center for
after-school, day care and early
thildheod development g&r-

Revitalization in works

Waterman Gardens upgrade |

part of $100M area project

By Josh Dulaney
Staff Writer

SAN RERNARDING =
One f the regfon’s oldest
_u_awﬂ_n.#nuhum. projects is in
line to g2t & major make
over.

Officials with the San Ber-
narding  County Housing

Authority aim to revitalize
the Waterman Gardens
Housing Community, am
eastside development built
in 1943, through & $100 mils
lion effort 0 add
mixed-ineome howusing and
more community services in
the area.
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Upgrading housing
development
The San Bernardine County

: Housing Authority is looking

to upgrade #n existing
housing development at the
intersection of Waterman

F Avenue and Base Line,

The plan Is to transform the
development, which has been

| -around since 1943, with

mixed-incame housing and
additional community services,

Gustay Joslin, deputy executive director for the Housing FE_.___....&___,..E. San Berpardino County, shows where the HACSE
plans on transforming the Waterman Gardens housing community to provide mixed-income housing and community

' services to residents.
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munity like Waterman Gar-
dens should have been over-
hauled about 20 years ago.

Revitalization efforts will
expand the development,
which has about 775 resl-
dents, t@ around 400
mixed-income umits and

think people would want to see
niore help for jobs training,” he
said.

Alvarez, 25, lives in Water-
Gardens with  hig
Byear-old daughter,

The community bas a reputa-
tign for violencs, but Alvares
said it has become safer under
Nanecy Finch, a property man-
ager for the Housing Authority.

“Management has done a
good job,” he said. “IU's a good
community. T feel comfortable
about letling my daughter ot
(to play). She’s safe.”

She might algo have more
options for play. The Housing
Authority has plans for more
green space, basketball courts
and soceer fields.

Waterman Gardens is the
second-oldest and second-larg-
est of the Housing Authority’s
six public housing develop-
ments, officials said. The Hous-
ing Authority has a 20-year
plan to revamp all the develop-
ments.

Officials said federal doliars
are difficult to come by because
the competition is intense
ameng urban eenters threngh-

vices.

‘There also will be more

room for adult education pro-
grams and & computer lab,

That was especially good

news for Ricardo Alvarez, who
has
dens for about four years. “I

livisd at Waterman Gar-

out the country.

The Housing Authority there-
fore will have to scratch for
funding wherever they can find
it, including from nonprofit
groups, and private investors
who get low-income housing
tax credits,

“Its a long-term process,”
sai@ Susan Benner, executive
director for the Housing
Authority. ®A lot of it is going
to (have to) do with our
(efforts) to get funding for
these projects” The Housing
Authority aptieipates breaking
ground af Waterman Gardens
in late 2012, Build-out could
take between four and eight
years, officials said.
josh.dulaney irinlandnewspapers.com
909-386-3885



